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DIRECTIONS FOR |1\3-| 


A Guide for pid Chritians 


in theſe diſtraged times. 


| Wherein the language of S7075-buil- 


ders is confounded. - 
As it was delivered in a Sermon at wickham- Market. 


Preached on'purpoſe to ſettle poore 


weake Chriſtians, who are in great danger 


of milcarrying » by reaſon of ſeducers, 
in theſe erroneous times, 


Publiſhed at the earneſt intreatie of many, 
for a more publique good. 


—— 


By Z1 EPH: SMITH, Miniſterof Wickham: 
Market in Suffolke_, 


T's aA L. 24 9: i 
Who ſs among you feares the Lord, him will he teach : the humble 
will he teach his way. 


AHMay the 16" 1646 | 
Imprimathr, John Downame. 


LOND ON, 
. Prin ted by Matthew Simmons for John Sweeting, at the 


Angel in Popes-head- Alley. 16 46. 
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>> Hriſtian Reader,Wefmdin Gen, 
? 11.that when the Language was 
confounded of Babels-builders, 
the Work of building did ceaſe; ſo 
| now the oppo e 
ed of Sions-bmilders, and they that ſhould 
7r0,0#1ce Shibboleth,prozoxnce Sibboleth, 
t # a great obſtacle in the Way to hinder the 
ftabliſhment of peace and truth amongst us, 
wer had the devill amore ſui tle chaine then 
be hath now under the notio,, of New-light, © 
lead people tn the dark roato eternal end- 
ſs darkneſs. T he ſearcher of all hearts know- 
th,that at the preaching of this Sermon, I had 
w intent it ſhould ever have been thus pub - 
iqzee, ka sWing my 001 Weakneſſe and inabili- 
e for thepubhque good, but being ſence impor- 
ned to putt tothe Preſſe ; andthe confde- 
ation of the multitude of people that are ſedu- 
ed in theſe dayes by erromous pi rſons,of poore 
"he (22414 TSS AS | peak 


ap" 


_Y 


— — — 


TO THE READER. 


weak Chriſtians, called Expe&tants and See. 
kers,Who take notice of ſo pany ſeverall opint. 
ons, that they ſuppoſe no body # 11 the right 
Way, and therefore Will Waite untill God iſo 

ver ſome neW Way to them, Which Was never yet 

heard of. To whom [ have given Direttions im] 
my Sermon What to doe, that they might knot 

the wayof God,and nolonger halt between tw 
opinions. T heſe cauſes moved me to conſent to 
the publiſhing of it , and Chriſtian Reader _ 
When thou readeſt, whether thou findeſt abili-|ſ; 
tre 07 Weakneſſe, et God have the glory, Whol 14 
giveth to every one as it pleaſeth him ; andiff */ 
God may have the glory,and any poore Chriſt] 
an be by the reading of it the better eſtabliſh 
ed in thetruth,and for the time to come try be4"* 
fore he truſt , the Author ſhall have hi deſmes 
frres,who i willing, God inabling him,to ſpend" 
and be ſpent for the ſame woes - Which thaffpou 
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it may be,the Author Will pray, andreſt 
Yours in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, = 
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR SEEKERS AND 


| WEAKE CHRISTIANS 
) in theſe diſtracted Times. 
0] ©) Psat. 119. 102. % 
0 For thou haſt taught mee- v 


His Palme is a P ſalme of David, and as 
the whole Booke of Pſalmes js full of 
© heavenly matter, and ſoule-raviſhing 
expreſſions; ſo this Pſalme 1; ina ſpe- 
» Ciall manner. The man of God was 
much taken up with G © F and his 
Word, his Statutes, and Judgements, 
in ſo much, that he knew not how to meditate, enough, 
Jind how to ſpeake enough of it; the Prophet found ſuch 
: ſweetneſſe in Gods Word, that notwithſtanding he 
Fknew much of it, yet {ill he deſires to know more, and 
Atherefore it is his expreſſion very often in the | P ſalmes, 
Lord, teach , and, Oh, teach me thy ſtatutes. The Prophet 
AD2vid was not of the minde that proud generggon is of, 
that ſay, they know as much as all the Preachers in the 
Countrey can tell them, nay, as much as God himſelfe 
can teach them, they thipke, otherwiſe what meanes that 
damnable DoEriane that is broached in theſe dayes,when 
- we 
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we have received the Spirit , the Letter ſhould ceale, 
contrary to Revel, 2. 25. That wbich yee have already, hal 
faſt untill I come. But the Propher,though he knew much, 
yet he deſires to know more neither was the Prophet 
like that ſort of hearers, which may be comparcd unto 
the ſtony ground, 2fat. 13. who reccive the Word into 
their heads, but nor into therr hearts, that they might 
brins forth fruit in their lives, to the honour of God, 
for 1n the 1 1.verſc of this Pſalme, Thy word, faith he, have 
I hid in my heart, that I might not ſinne agatnſt thee, The 
Prophet did not only labour after the knowledge of the, 
Word, bur he put it into practice. Neither can it be ſaid 
of the Prophet,as it may of too too many profeſſors now 
adayes, they are jen, Saints andold Devils, they begin 
in the Spirit, and end 1n the fleſh; the uncleane ſpirit is 
caſt out for a time, but it returns againe:for the Prophet jy; 
did perſevere in the practicing of thoſe truths which 
God did teach him, and which he did profefle as ap-| 
pears in the Text; / have ot declined frem thy Fadgements, F 
for thou haſt taught me. In which conſider two things. 
Firſt, The Perſon teaching, God. 
Secondly , The Perſon taught, Davzd. : 
From the perſon teaching, we are not onely to conſi-f 
der who it was, but what 1t was which he taught, Hi 
Fadgements, | 
From the perſon taught,weeare to confider firſt, his 
tra&tablenes to learne that which God did teach him; fe-{þ, 
condly, his conſtancy in the practice of thoſe truths 
which God did teach him  thirdly., the ground why heþ 
practiced thoſe truths,becauſe God raught him. Give me 
eave, briefly, to open the words, and then to come toſſ; 
ſome point of Do&rine. And firſt, what he meaneth Th 
when he ſaith; Ihbave not declined, that is, I have not de- 
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parted, or gone backe from the way of thy Judgements , 
lhave not left the wayes of God,towalke in the wayes of 
rickedneſſe. Secondly, Vhat is meant by Z«agements # 
) £4»[p. Gods Lawes ; by Judgements is meant his Lawes. 
{ Gods Lawes have ſeverall names in Scripture;fametime 
0 Fihey are called hs wayes ; as in Pſal.119.1,Some' imes his 
0 Bot:monies, Pſal. 119. 2. His precepts, verſ. 4. Hi ſtatutes, 
MYierſ.5. His Commandements,vcrſ.6. His Taudgeme gts, verl. 
38;.and the Text; ſo in verſ. 13. and verf. 20. Sometimes 
* B's word, verſ. 9. So that by Judgements, is meant, Gods 
CIftatures, Lawes, and Commandements ; as will appeare 
hitwe conſider the following verſes unto the 107. Then 
q birdly, VV hat doth the Prophet meane, when þe ſaith, 
" JFor thou hajt taught me? He doth not ſay,the Mini( ers my 
1 eachers taught me, and therefore I profited byf tem,but 
" xcauſe God taught him, that is, God made theGutward 
, liniſtery of the Wordeffetuall by the inwardGperati- 
on of his Spirir;not that the Prophet did negle&attend- 
Ig on the outward Miniſtery of the Word, and reſted 
lrogether upon the teaching of the Spirit, wirh ut the 
ord; for the Prophet tooke delight in attent jng up- 
nthe Word preached; it was the onely thing. ge deſi- 
. $d,” al. 27.4.that he panted afier, Pſal. 42, r. thy he re- 
"yced in the injoyment of,Pſal.84.Neither didhe pro- 
tby the outward Miniſtery of theVWord onely;forPaul 
, $4) plant,and Apollo water, but Gad giveth the tncreaſe , bur 
"Bod made the outward Miniſtry of the Wordeffeftuall 
" $f the inward operation of the Spirit. | 
The Text is the ground and reaſon why the F ;ophet 
d profit in Gods Lawes, why he kept them, * was 
onſtant in the pra&ice of them, becauſe GodFaught 


tf ; from whence may ariſe this poynt of Do@rine. 
That God is the beſt teacher and iaftrater of bis people. 
| And: 
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Firſt, That it is ſoappeares in the Text, wherein is ſet oe 
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eth like bim : He is more excellent in his teaching then all = 
others; ſo that you ſeethat it is ſo ; next,I come to ſhey vat 
you that it muit needs be ſo, as appeares three wayes. -þ 
Firſt, He is the Author ofall other faithfull Preacher" 
of the Word, it is God that fits all other faithfull Prez - 
chers of the Word for the worke of the Miniſtry ; itis}® 
not all thearts and ſciences in the world, that can make oo 
man fit for the work of the Miniſtry,if God fir him nat, ho 
it is God who maketh able Miniſters of the New Teſiz 7 
ment ; as 2 Coy. 3. 6. Who hath made #5 able Miniſters of the , . 
New Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit, Arts and b 1 
Sciences are helpes and handmaids to Divinitie, bur itis}® 
God that makes able Miniſters of the New Teſtament; ' f 
Andhe gave ſome Apoſiles,and ſome Prophets,and ſome Evan mf 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers : He gave,it is, he gave 
and he fitted for the worke of the Miniſtry. 
Secondly,God is the Author ofall the docrinal truths 
which all the faithfull Preachers in the world deliver un 
to people: he is the Author of thoſe truths ; he ſends al 
the faithfull Miniſters of the Word in his Name to deli 
ver his Meſſage unto his people; Sonne of man, give then tre 
warning from mee,Erek,3.17. And he ſends the Proplud ws 
often with this Meſſage ; Goe tell them, Thus ſaith the Lord 
and, This is the word of the Lord : and the Prophets whe Jo 
they delivered his Meſſage unto the people ; Heare F Lg 
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and weake Chriſtians: 1 


ay they, what the Lord ſaith : they did not deliver Yhe de- 
rices of their owne bmine, but the Word of the Lord; 
nd the Apoſtles were to icachiand obſerve what Chriſt 
had commanded, as Mat. 28. laſt verſe: and all the faith- 
þ full Miniſters of the Goſpel now they deliver Gods JHef- 
ge unto the people, and are to deliver nothing br tthat 
which they can ſay, Thw ſazth the Lord, Tai. 8.20. So that 
"God is the Author of all the truths which the faithfull 
Miniſters of the Word deliver unto the people. 

Thirdly, It is the Lord which gaves ſucceſle to the 
TIhichfull preaching of the Word, the Miniſter can but 

yith the | hw of Eliſha, lay the ſtaffe upon the fa je of 
the childe, they can but propound the minde and vill of 
God unto people, preach the Word, and baptizg with 
.,{fater,but they cannor make the ord effectuall,angl the 
+ Pacraments effe&uall,that is the work of God ; Paul may 
, Bilant, and Apollo water , but it is God that gives a bleſSang z 
, ind, It is not in him which willeth , and him which runteth, 
97 in God that grves a bleſſing ; therefore the Goſpe is 
: Flhid to be the poxer of God through faith to ſalvation, ang 'he 
ej oeapors of the Word are meghtie through God, ta the pullc.pg 
fdowne of ftrong holds, Now lay all theſe together, Goglis 
" the Author of the Miniſter, of the do@rine, and of the 
"Jhicceſſe, and it will appeare a plaine truth, that Godis the 
he bet teacher of his people. ; 
Secondly, It appeares God is the beſt teacher of his 
P<ople,by the direCtiss that the Lord gives in his Word 
;Juato teachers and hearers , how they ſhould teach a d 
mare aright ; he' gives direions unto Miniſters to Wy 
$0 to ſbew themſelves approved of God, workmen that need not 
"fo be aſhamed, dividing the word of truth aright, 2 Tims. 2. 
ly. Topreach the Word in ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſon, toreprove, 
ruke, ard exbort, with all long-ſuftertng and doirine, | 
Ip _ 
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Tim. 4.3 3- And convince them ſkarply,that they may be ſoung 
inthe faith,Tit.1.3-50 he direts people how they ſhould 
heare aright, he bids them try the Spersts, wbetber they be of 
God, 1 Joh. 4. 1. As the men of Berea, wbo ſearched th, Wis,t 
Scriptures, Acts 17. 11. Hearers ſhould not receive any Y/'*s 
kind of do&trine for truth, but try the ſprrits, and recerny Nitis 
with meekneſſe tbe tngrafted word, James I. 21. Now he $f © 
thar is able to teach both teacher and hearers how they fithis 
ſhould teach and heare aright, muſt needs be the be} [ite 
reacher himſelfe. out 
Thirdly, It appeares God is the ſoules beſt inftruQor Jcac 
by the great deſire of the Saints to be taught of God, J'tac 
though they injoy mans teaching, yet this contenteth Itbe 
them not, except God teach them. How often is it the Jar 
expreſſion of the Prophet Dowd, Lord teach me, in Pal, [pov 
27. 11. Teach me thy way, O Lord? ſooften in this x19, Jvc 
Pſalme, the Prophet begs of God to teach him, in the Jrti 
12. verſe, in verſ. 236. 33. & 66. & 68.& 108. 124, ['0: 
In all theſe verſes the Prophet prayeth to God to teach {id t! 
him. And as this was Davids prayer, ſoit is the prayer JCÞ 
and defire of all ſuch gracious ſpirits as David was, All (v0! 
thoſe that are men and women according to Gods owne [pro 
heart, as David was, will with David pray, Lard teach mee. [0 | 
Now the great defire of the Saints to be taught of God, for 
ſhews God zs the ſoules beſt 1nſtruftor, the beſt teacher of bis Jt 
people. pO 
In the next place we come to the means,by which God {mak 
doth teach the ſoule ; and this ts two-fold, outwardly by fter 
the Miniſtry of the Word, and inwardly by his Spirit; [$- 6 
by the Word and the Spirit, this is the ordinary way; | | 
firſt, by his Word, he teaches his peopleby the preaching | Go 
ofthe Word, 1 Cor. 1.21. The Lord is pleaſed 4y the for. 
liſhneſſe of preaching to ſave them that belaque z that is , by 
that 
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is, the wicked accounteth it fooliſhneſle, In ver. 18, the 


that means which the world counts fooliſhneſſe, not that - 
tis fooliſhneſle in it ſelfe, bur-it is fo to the wicked, that 
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meachizg of the (roſe is to them which periſh foaliſkneſſe, but | 


tisnat fo tothe godly, ta w which are ſaved it es the powey ; 


f God: and therefore Rom.10, 17. Faith comes by bearing ; © 


this is the ordinary means the Lord hath appointed for 


the working faith 1n the hearts of his people; this is the 
Joutward meanes. But then ſecondly, there is the inward 
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teaching of the ſoule, and that is by the Spirit, the Lord * 


teaches his people by his Spirit, that is, the Lord makes 


he outward Miniſtry of the Word effeAuall by the in- | 


ward operation of the Spirit, when he ſhews a divine 
power and authoritie in the preaching of the Word, 
vhen he makes it become mightic and powerfull in ope- 
ration,to the pulling downe of trong holds; as in 2 (or. 
18. 4+ That is, tothe pulling downe of the ſtrong holds 


Jio the heart, that exalt themſelves againſt the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and prepare the heart for Chriſt ; this is the 


forke of the Spirit, and without this rhe letter doth not 


rofit the people, but God therefore teaches his people. 


y bis Spirit, he hath revealed them to us by his Spirit ; 
for the Spirit ſearches the deepe things of Gad, 1 Cor.2. 10. 
Itis the Spirit that cauſes the Word to take imprefſion 
upon the hearts of people; and therefore when the Lord 
maketh the Minifiry of the Word fuccesfull , the Mini- 
fters are made able Miniſters of the Spirit, as in 2 Cor. 

» 6. | | 
[n the third place, I am to ſhew you the excelency of 
Gods teaching above mans ; and that appeares foure 
WayCS» 


Firſt, Earthly teachers can but propound the mind and 


I vill of God unto the people,they cannot make the ſoule 
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to ſtoop to thoſe truths, and prattice thoſe truths which 
they reach, but herein appeares the Excellency of Gods 
reaching above mans,he can make the ſoule ro yeeld obe. ff ſou! 
dience unto the truth delivered, he can bring the ſoule ſeaſt 
nnder the power of thoſe truths. See the Prophet Da tim: 
vids expreſſion to this purpoſe, Pſal.38. 2. There arrowes ff pay 
fticke faſt tn me, aud thy bandpreſſeth me ſore : When God ther 
comes to teach a ſoule, he will ſhoot the arrowes fo faſt, | a. 
that it ſhall rake impreſſion, the ſoule ſhall come under FMin 
the power of truths, ſo that the ſoule ſhall ſay, Lord I Jan! 
* would faine have ſhaken off thine arrowes, but am not fyhic 
able, for they ſticke faſt in mee. And thus God did teach 
thoſe in the 4#s, A#.2. 39. when tbey heard this, they were 
pricked en their hearts , 1t was not the bare words of the 
Apoſtle, when he told them, You are the partes that have 
crucified the Lord of glory, that did pricke their hearts, but Je c; 
the Lord ſet it home to their conſciences , and brought om! 
them under the power of that truth they heard, 'not one- 
ly the voyce of man, but the voyce of God in that word fploy 
of truth, and then they were pricked.in their hearts. And 
thus God did teach Zydza, he opened her heart, and then Jon 
| ſhee attended to that which Paul ſpake, AFs 16. 14. lt hheſc 
. Was not Paul opened her heart, but God opened Zydza's 
heart. A man may heare a thonfand Sermons, and yet Þ: 
et no.g00d, if he heare onely the voyce of a man , but if 
the day of Gods power come upon the ſoule, that he 
heare the voyce of God in the Ordinances, then he ſhall 
profit; for Gods voyce in his Word is a commanding Bart! 
voyce, Job365.10:' He commanded them to returne from int- þe fa 
quitre. Gods teaching the ſoule is with a command, with ſhing 
ſuch Authoritie, as the ſoule cannot refiſt it. And herein ſk 
a A ens of Gods teaching the ſoule above for t 
mans / it fr nh os: T9 PRE 'Y# 
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. Secondly, Gods teaching the foule is more excellene 
then mans, if wee conſider the time of his teaching the 
ſoule. The Miniſter can teach them but ſome times, 2 
ſeaſon: and out of ſeaſon, but God can teach the ſoule ar all 
times, 1n the abſence of teachers; for either our teachers 
may be raken from us, or wee from them, but God can 
then teach the ſoule. 

2. If wc conſider the place where he doth teach, the 
Miniſter doth preach in the publique aſſembly, but God 
can teach in all places, and teach at once in all places, 
which no other teacher can doe. 

3. If wee conſider the perſons which he doth teach, 
the Miniſter doth preach but to ſome of Gods people, 
but God doth teach all his people himſelfe, they are all 
taught of him. And as God doth teach all his people, fo 


Ite can teach them all at once; the Miniſter can teach bur 


ſome at once, but God can teach all the Congregations 
that doe aſſemble together at once, he is not ſo much im- ' 
ployed in one Congregatio,but he can be as much in ano- 
ther at one and the ſame time to teach his people. Sothat 
conſider the time, the place, and the perſons, and in all 
theſe it will appeare Gods teaching is more excellent 
then mans. | : 

"Thirdly, Gods teaching the-ſoule is more excellent 
then mans ; it appeares it we conſider the infallibilitie of 
Gods teaching and inſtruQting his people, he is an infal- 
ble teacher, he doth teach the ſoule infallible truths. 
earthly teachers are not infallible teachers, though they 

e faitÞfull and endeavour todeliver the truth, and no- 
bing bur the truth unto people, yet they are but men, and 
wayerre; but God cannoterre in teaching of his people, 
br he doth teach his people according to his Word, 
bich is infallible :' Heaven and earth ſhall periſh, but not 
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oxe jot or tittle ſhall fall, But here may ariſe an objettion, 
God doth teach his people by the outward Miniſtry of 
the Word, but the Minitter is not infallible, ergo, God is 
not an infallible teacher of his people. Anſw. The Word 
of God isan infallible Word, and this is that Gad doth 
teach his people by: then ſecondly, it is when the Mini- 
ſter hirs upon the true interpretation of Scripture, when 
he doth give the true ſenſe and meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt from a Text that the Spirit of God doth accom- 
pany it, and make it profitable unto the people ; for wee 
muſt notethe Spirit of Gad doth not goe along with a 
falſe interpretation of Scripture,but with the true ſenſe; I; 
for Gods Spirit doth accompany the truth man delivers, ; 
and not the error; ſo that 11] it will hold a truth, Aa 
may erre, but God ts the infallible teacher and tnſirufttor of by 
eople. 

Fourthly, The excellency of Gods teaching above 
mans, appeares in the ſutablenefle of the matter to the 
perſons condition which he doth teach : Miniſters may 
endeavqur to prepare matter ſutable to the conditions 
of the people they teach, but they may be miſtaken; 
but the Lord knows the hearts of all his people, and heſ, 
knows what truths are moſt ſutable to their conditions, h,, , 
and he doth teach them ſutable to their conditions. Suphh ;,, ; 

ſe a ſpirit be wounded , which is a burthen who canf,. .. 
ond ? The Lord will come with ſutable matter to ſuchk ls 
2 ſoule, he tels it, I have ſent Jeſus Chriſt for to bind up, x 

\ 
0 


the broken-hearted (inner, 7/as. 61. 1. And the Sonneof,.”. 
man is come to ſeeke and fave loſt ſinners, ſuch as fee, 
themſelves loſt, Luk, 18, r1. Nay, he bids them comeyl, 
Come all yes that are weary and beavy laden, and I will eaſih,, 
you; that is, you that feele ſinne a burthen, and ftrive te 
get from under this burthen, come to me and 1 will cz 
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you. Suppoſe the {oule be ſicke, he propounds Chriſt as 
a Phyfitian to the fick-ſoule z if the ſoule be hungry and 
thirſty after righteouſneſs, he propounds Chriſt as bread 
of life,and water of life,and invites poore ſoules to come 
to him z Hoe, every one that thirſteth, come yee to the waters, 
come buy without ſilver and without money, [{ai,54.1-vAnd if 
any mas thirſt, let him come unto mee and drinke, Joh. 7. 37. 
Suppoſe a ſoule be in depths of deſertion, walke in dark- 
refſe, and ſee no light, but when he lookes up to heaven, 
and thinkes upon God, he is troubled, Pſal. 77. 3. Ir 
thinks that God hath forſaken it, and will never returne 
waine in mercy, the Lord doth ſay to fuch a ſoule, Lex 
bm truſt tn the Name of the Lord, Iſ21.5 0.10. For amoment 
Liz my axger Thid my face,but with everlaſting mercy I had com- 
I1e{{104 07 thee, ſaith the Lord, Iſai. 54. 8. Suppoſe a ſoule 
Jhould ſuffer the loffe of all for Chriſts ſake ; He that 
heth hoaſes, or brethren, or ſifters, or fathey,or mother, or wife, 
fr children, or lands, ſhall recerue an bundred-fold in this life, 
Bed in the world to come life everlaſiing.Not that they ſhall 
receive for the loſle 'of one wife a hundred, or of one 
Jouſe a hundred, but that comfort that will make up all 
| hundred-fold, Mat.19. 29. Suppoſe a ſoule be to ſuffer 
For Chriſts ſake, / ze (ſaith the Lord) be with thee rn the 
re, and the water, as Ifai. 4.3. 4. that it ſhall xot hart thee: 
dto the poore ſoule that doth ſay, Sinne will overcome 
"Fe, and get the day when I have done what I can, and I 
hall never be able to overcome ſuch and fuch corrupti- 
Jos, I ſhall never be able to overcome Satans temptati- 
Tos ; Well, ſaith the Lord, S:zxe ſhall zot bave dominion 
Jrer your mortal bodres , Rom. 6. 14. And the God of peace 
Bull tread Satan under your feet ſhortly, Rom. 6.20. «Axd 
ne ſball ever be able to plucke my ſheep ont of my hands, oh. 
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28. Sothe foule that is ignorant of Gode wayes, and +. 
' cryes. 
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cryes out, Oh I know not whether I be in the right way 
or no, there are ſo many ſeverall opinions. 7 wel! teach 
thee (faith the Lord) #7 the way that tou ſhalt goe,P(al.32, Wil 
8.eAnd thy eares ſhall heare a voyce behinde thee, ſaying, This | care 
— # the way, ſai. 30.21. Andas in theſe, ſo in any condi. da 
tion that the Lord doth teach ſutable to the condirion of [| dea 
the ſoule. And thus having ſhewed you the excellency Jout 
of Gods teaching his people above mans ; it followes [the 
next to ſhew you the manner of his teaching. ſoc) 
Firſt, The Lord doth teach the ſoule to know its mi- [ff 
a without Jeſus Chriſt, he opens the underſtanding, he 
and inlightneth the minde , and cauſeth rhe ſoule to ſee JO 
its loſt condition. Secondly, He doth it with power,the [PO 
day of his power came upon the ſoule, the people ſhall eu 
willing tn the day of thy power, Pſal. 110. The Lord doth hev 
not onely open the underſtanding,& inlighten the mind, |,” © 
but caufeth the ſoule to lye under the power of thoſe [#e : 
truths. Then thirdly, he doth uſe arguments of convidi-JP1 
on, by which he doth convince the | of his miſery 1c 
and of the neceſſitic of Jeſus Chriſt. When the ſoule ob-(#Þt! 
jets, It is but the opinion of the Miniſter, and Godis ort 
mercifull, and he that made us, will fave us. The LordJ0g 
makes anſwer, It is not the Miniſter, but the Scripture, 
that concludes all anger ſinne,Gal.;.22.And whereas thouſt0t 
ſayeſt, God is mercifull; He that beares the words of thi *! 
curſe, and bleſſeth himſelfe tn his heart, azd ſaith, 1 ſhall hav 
peacesthough I walke actording to the tmagination of my heart 
the Lord will not bemercifull to him , nay, bis wrath and jerf* 
louſie ſhall ſmoake agatrſt bim, Deut, 29. 19. eAzd be tha 
made you,will wot ſave yau,and be that formed you,will not hav 
mercy 0x you, Iſai. 27. 1x. And the Lord doth not onelyff 
propound this unto the ſoule, but brings the ſoule und 
the power of theſe truths : the Lord beats the ſinner - 
418-- 
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all che props he leans upon beſides Jeſns Chriſt the Lord, 
pakes all the arguments effecuallzit he ſpeak,it is done; 
ifhe ſay to the blind eyes, be opened, and to the deafe 
; Yeares, be opened, they ſhall be apened ; it he ſay to the 
« (dead ſoul, live, ir ſhall live ; in that day the cares of the 
f I deafe ſhall be opened, and the eyes of the blind ſhall ſee 
y {out of obſcuritie and darkneſſe, and the dead ſhall heare 
5 [the voyce:of Jeſus Chriſt and livezand fo it is with what- 
ſpeverthe Lord teacherh the ſoule,whether.in.the worke 
i. Jof preparation for Chriſt, or dire&tion how to live after 
the ſoule hath received Chriſt, the Lord doth not onely 
zropound the truth to them, but-brings them under the 
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e [power of it. 2 R 

4 [Next we come to the Reaſons, why God is the beſt in- 

1 [#vRor of his people. 'o 1 c | 

df. Godis the beſt inſtruor of his people, becauſe he.is x.Res/. 

| the ableſt teacher and inſtru&or of his people, he is the 

j. w_ for matter,manner, and meaſure; firſt, he.1s the 

y.fvleſt for matter ; that whach God teacheth' is infallible 

þ fffruth, now thers ts noman that is infallible for matter 5 

isÞor the dodrine of faithful Miniſters may have much fai- 

dog in it, they are men and may erre, but Gad cannot 

e, $6,211 that he teacheth the ſoubts erath, infallible truth, 

othing but truth, truth without mixture, and there' is 

truth the ſoule defires to have cleared up, but God is 

vet todo it, andmot odtly:apart.of truth, burthe whole 

qth.' A poore ſoule may 'goe to;this Miniſter, and that 

;Finſter, and ſay, Sir, I'wauld finebe reſolved, whether 

ch and ſuch a tbing be truth, and:they may dirc& them 

1Þ farre as they can, but when they: have: done what the 

Sn,yet the partie may be-ina gps 
Miniſters know bur in;part,but'God knows the whole 

Suth, and is ablero teach the _ the whole truth. But 


, AY 


— 


Dire#ions for Seekers, . 


2.Reaſ, "As God is the ableſiteacher of his people, ſo he isth 


I pray, miſtake mengt, I ſpeake-noaw what:Gad is abletg 
doe, I doe not fay that God doth teach his people'th 


whole knowledge of the whole truth ; for in this life we Þj,, 


know but in part zbur # ſay,God.is able.to reach his pes: (|. c 
ple the wholc knowledge of the whole truth, and there. 
fore he is the ableſt teacher of his people.Secondly,he is [111 
the ableſt for the manner, he cauſeth that he teacheth to gg 
rake impreſſion upon the heart, which no other teacher |, 
is able todoe.. Thirdly, be is the ableſt for meaſure, all |,e 
the matter-that is in all the faithfull Preachers in the [yj, 
world, they had it from him, as the fountaine and Orig Iyhc 
nall of it, it is he that filled all the Prophets with matter ſe, 
and all the Apoftles,and all the faithfull Miniſters ofthe [wn 
W ord, looke what abilitie they have, they have ir from "'n 
bim, looke what abilitie one hath above another , Godſ;; 
gave it him,who diſtributeth to every one as he pleaſeth, rip 
all their knowledge, and abilities; and graces, are buthnf: 
ſtreatnes flowing from the fountainez nowlooke what ſy 
in the chanel], there is much more in the fountaine, nowſ46; 
God is the fountaine, they have but the ftreames that run; 
in the chanell, therefore God is the ableſt teacher for theſys 


meaſure. | 
wifeſt, and therefore the beſt inſtructor of his people;þ, * 
for the matter,it is wiſdome it ſelfe, 1 Cor. 24 7. for theſe 
manner, with infinite wiſdome, ifwe conſider Gods catrlpy - 
riage towards the foule when he draws it to himſelfe;fonfy , 
the time, he comes in a ſeaſonable time to the ſoule, eiſhy 
ther to humble or comfort it , the Miniſter may apphite + 
comfort too ſoone tinto.a ſoule,or ſad them they ſhouldhe, 
comfort, and many times the Minifter is poſed when hqhij 4 
lights upon ſome kinde of people, knows not whether iifiq, 
be beſt to apply comfort or terrour,or how to deale - er 

they; - 
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the partie ; but the wiſdome of God'is ſuc as he knows 
what is ſutable to the ſfoules condition, and what time 
e I is moſt ſeaſonable; he is wiſeſt for the time. 


* | God is rhe faithfulleſt teacher of his people,and there» 3.Reaſ. 


6 Fore the'beſt teacher; Minifters'miy erre, or be unfaiths 
5 Ffull co people, but God is a faithfull:teacher and inftru+ 
0 Itor to his people ; he is called the farthfull and true wet- . 
et Jeſſe, Rev. 1.5. Gods faithfull who hath called us unto 
ll Jhe fellowſhip of his Sonne Jeſus 'Chriſt. Two wayes 
e [Miniſters may deale unfaithfully with their people; firſt, 
2EJrhen they daube them with untempered morter, in. 
th fpeace, peace, when they ſhould cry, bloud,and warre,an 

Riondemnation s as Fer.8.11.They have healed the hart of the 
Mhughter of my people with ſwitt' words, crying, peace, peace, 
0daber there 5s 20 peace:when Miniſters ſadthe hearts ofthe 
tl, Jrighteous, and ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, this is 
Minfaichfull dealing with people ; but ſecondly, Miniſters 
tBInay deale unfairhfolly with people, by teaching corrupt 
MibArine, when they are erroneous, when they teach lyes 
Vilfortruth,and diabolicall do&rine for the dorine of Je- 
theſs Chriſt, when they turne people from the truth toer- 
tours, and lyes, and hereſies, ſtrong deluſions, as wofull 
liixperience (hews in theſe dayes ; it is the pratice of mas 
ley to ſecke to turne people from the truth to fables ; bur 
triGod is a faithfull teacher of his people, he doth not flat- 
Mer any,but tell them right downe as it.is with themzif he 
101 not reconciled unto 2 ſoule in Jeſus Chriſt, he ſpeaks 
clo peace to that ſoule, the poore ſoule may reade the Bi- 
P'\ſ through, but cannot finde God ſpeake oneword of 
gee, God is faithfull in his teaching the ſonule;amonot 
15Yl the faithfulleſt Miniſters in the worldthere is at ſome 
-r ime or other more or leſſe a connivingat ſomething, ci- 
ritlter becauſe they are great men, and Hey depend” upon 
= Gs 3 them, 
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them, or intimate acquaintance, or neere friends, or fel. 
low-brethren, or ſome other reſpe&; and if any man 
fhould plead he is cleare in this particular, I cannotbe. 
leeve him, for it is naturail to all, bur God doth not nei. 
ther more nor lefſe at any time deale-uyfaithfullywith 
the ſoule, and therefore he is the faithfulleſt teacher. /- 
4.Reaſ, Becauſe God is the pitifulleſt teacher and inſtruftor 
of his people, for though he denoence woes and judge, 
ments againſt the wicked,:yet he as very tender and pitj- 
full unto poore humble {oules, that are dejeRedand caft 
downe under the burden of finncyhe-pities the ſoule that]. 
he finds in its bloud, he is full of pitie and compaſſion, [th 
as the Plalmiſt faith andas he is the:pitifulleſt, ſo heis]y 
the comfortableſt teacher.to- the ſoule ; the matter heÞ5, 
teaches is full of confolation. Is a poore ſoule broken-[h;; 
hearted, ſee how comfortably he ſpeaks to ſuch a ſoulg;[jy! 
as if he ſhould ſay, Tell that broken-hearted finner,I amt; 
ncere to him,I- will dwell with bim,7ſa:.66.2.1ſar.57.15 jy 
I have ſent Jeſus Chriſt to bind it up, 7/az,61.1. Telltheſtg 
poore ſoule, that is in depths of deſertion, and walkes inſhe 
darknefle, and ſees no light, that he ſhould truſt in theſjn, 
Name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelfe upon his God ; tellfyh 
the poore ſoule, that pores upon its unworthineſle, andfſny 
worthleſneſſe, and want of grace, that there is an infiniteſ- « 
worth in Jeſus Chriſt, an infinite worthinefle in Jeſusfhe, 
Chriſt, a fulneſſe of grace in Chriſt, and therefore bidſiſg: 
them be comforted; the Lord bids his Meſſengers ſpeat]aa 
comfortably to his | = pI ye my people,com'Jhe 
fort ye, will your God ſay, ſpeake comfortably to Jeri-ſm 
{alem,tell her that her iniquities ate pardoned, 7ſa?. 40-l:{the 
The Lord gives his Miniſters a charge to: comfort hisigr 
people, tell them from mee, I would have them comfor-lur 
red,rel] them my rhoughts are thoughts of peace and notfflipgh 
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of warre towards them ; tell them, it is the will of God 
[that his people ſhould have ſtrong conſolation, ev. 6. 
the $17. tell rhem they ſhall not need to call my love into 
nei-f] queſtion, for I have loved them with an everlaſting love, 
1th] ind with loving kindneſſe drawne them. /V ith a mulri- 
- tude of ſuch like expreſſions in Scripture; and the Lord 
orf doth not onely propound this comfort to theToule, but 
dge-Jeauſeth the ſoule to apply it ; and this no other Miniſter 
piti- can doe; therefore God is the pirifulleſt and the com- 
caſt] forrableſt teacher of his people. | " | 
that]. God is the beſt infirucor of his people, becauſe he is 5-Rezf. 
on, Jthe powerfulleſt teacher of his people, he ſhews adivine 
es] mthoritie in thoſe truths which he-teacheth the ſoule. 
r hef Job 36. 22. God exalteth by bis power ; for who teacheth like 
el-[b;m? We ſay of ſuch and ſuch a Miniſter, he is a power- 
ule; full preacher , but yet the moſt powerfull preacher in 
amJthe world cannot ſpeake ſo to a dead foule, as to make it 
I5;flive, but God teacheth with ſuch a-power, that if he ay 
theſto a dead ſoule live, it ſhall live, ifhe ſay to a hard heart 
 InJhe ſoft, it ſhall melr,and the proud ſpirit ſhallbe humble, 
theſind the moſt ſtubborne rebellious ſinner ſhall toope, 
telllyhich no other teacher can doe, therefore God is the 
ndfſpules beſt teacher, he is the moſt powerfull teacher. 
te God is the beſt teacher and inftruQor of his people, 6. Rez. 
{ufhecauſe he is the profirableſt teacher ; he /reacheth the  _. 
didffoule nothing but that which is profitabl/; ; Miniſters 
aFfinay teach much matter that is unprofitable, though they 
mfſhe conſcientious,but all that God teacheth!}s profitable: 
14nd as all the matter is profitable, ſo he caufeth alb he tea- 
«LiStheth to profitby it; the Miniſter may teaEh. a people a 
6ng titne,and yet not make them profit byhis Miniſtry; 
orflbut God doth ſo teach the foule, as it ſhall profit by that 
Nfrhich he teacheth, as /ſar/.4.8:17. God teacheth his poor 
Of _— | ple 
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ple to profit,and there is no leflon God teacheth a ſoul, 
but it ſhall profit by ir. I have done with the Reaſong, 
wee come in the next place tothe Ules, 

1. #ſe. Toinforme us, what a happy condition the Church of I. 
God is in, they are taught ot God, and he is the beſt in- ho 
ſtrucor of his people, it is one part of the Covenant of 
grace to'teach bis hburch, and therefore the Church is 
in a happy condition : Firſt, becauſe it is a great honour 
and dignity to de taught of God;ſchollers think it an ho- 
nour to be preferred to the higheſt ſchoole in the world, Sec 
and rofit on the higheſt forme; the ſchoole of Jeſus 
Chriſt exceeds all the ſchools in the world,and the mat- 
ter that is taught in this ſchoole, is ſuch tranſcendent * 
matter, as from eternity to eternity ts time little enough " 
to admire;nothing in this ſchoole,but may cauſe admira- " 

| tion ; the tutor, God, the matter, the wiſdome in God . 
| bimſelfe, and the manner of teaching of it, by his Spirit, Þ 
Secondly, the Church being taught of God, they ſhall bee, 
ſure tobe taught the right wayzhe ſhall inſtru& and reach Þ** 
thee in: the way thou ſhalt goe, Pſal. 32. 8. He teacheth and , 
inftruceth his people in the right way ; Thy eeres ſhall(* 
beare a voyce behend thee, ſaying, This is the way, Iſai.30.21, c 
and therefore the condition of the Church muſt needs E. 
be happy, they ſhall be taught the right way. oy 

Objet. If Godbe the beſt teacher of his people, and it be ſuch] 
a dignitie to be taught of God,how comes itto paſſe then. 

that amongſt Gods people, or at leaft ſuch as profeſſe . 
themſelves to be Gods people;there is ſo much diviſions], 

and difſentions, and ſtrange opinions,and that they are 
contrary one to another in judgement?when we conſiderſ {1 
this, wee'cannot conclude, thar it is ſuch a dignitie to be, F 
raught of God. h 
eAnſw. Itis true,amongſt profeſſors at this day, m_—_— much}” 
ifterence} * 
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differcnee in judgement ; ſome are of one « pinion, and 
ſome of another, ſome are falne into ſtrangeand corrupt 
opinions, but this comes not to paſſe,becauſ&God teach- 
ch his people ſeverall wayes ; but firſt, becaufe they doe 
2 Fort carne of God, for God is not the Author of the er- 
je rors that abound among(t profeſſors, but the Author of 
7 Ftruth, and that heteacheth the ſoule is truth,and nothing 
 Jhut the truth, nothing bur thatwhich is agreeable ro his 
will, and therefore it 1s not becauſe God re theth them 
corrupt opinions,but becauſe they do not lea_neof God. 
Secondly, it comes to paſle that amongſt pra;efſors they 
bold ſtrange opinions, becauſe as God teachegh the truth 
"  Jandnothing but the truth to his people, ſd&he Devill 
th fows the ſeeds of diviſion amongſt people, where God 
5 Yoiws wheate, the Devill ſowes tares; where God makes 
4 |\owne his truth,there the Devill ſeeks to infe& people 
. ith errors. Thirdly, it comes to paſſe by permittance, 
he God is pleaſed to. permit it,he permits is for two caules ; 
x (8tft, for the good ofhis people, the Lord lers his owne 
-q [pole many times run into firange opiniong for a time, 
agar he _— bring them back againe, and eſtabliſh them 
tbe more firmly in the truth, and there are none to ſuch. 
| ri Chriftians as theſe when the Lord hath brought them. 
Pack againe, then they will acknowledge their weakneſſe, 
h nd how ſubje& they are to be miſled. Ah,fays the poore 
Iule,l had like to-have miſcarried,andbeen carricd away 
©fvith ſuch and ſuch corrupt opinions, had not the Lord 
ks In mercy brought me back againez now they will walke 
4 zorehumbly, and now they will ſtand up for the truth, 
nd defend it more boldly then they did formerly, they 
ill adviſe their friends, and bilthem take heed of being 


- 


"Feduced; they will rry the ſpirits for the time to come, 
Irhether they be of Godor no, they will be more earneſt 
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-with God for the time to come, to eſtabliſh them in the 

truth. And thus the Lord doth it for the good of his 
people. Secondly,the Lord permits it out of a juſt judge. 
meur to others,who though they be glorious profeſſors, 
yet becauſe their hearts are not ſound, he will diſcover 
them by this means,when they come to forſake the wayes 
and traths of Jeſus Chriſt, and run into this and that 
error, and then from one thing to another, till at the 
length'rhey come to deny the Scriptures, and live pro: 
phanely. Thus many' come to be diſcovered in theſe 
times: : And ſecondly, he'gives them up to their corru 


opinions, and this is a great judgement, when the Lord | 
fays to them as to Ephraim, He # joyned to Idols, let him 


aloze, Hoſea, 4.17-Sowhenthe Lord ſays. tothem, they 


are joyned to their corrupt opinions, let them alone, let fy 
them hold Atheiſme if they will,let them bold Arminia: 
niſme, Arianiſme, Marcellianiſme, Nicolaitaniſme, Ma: ff 
hotmeriſme, Anabaptiſme, Antinomianiſine it they will þ, 


let them hold that the ſoule is mortall, and dyes with the 


body, and that the Word of God is written traditions; 
and when they have received the Spirit;the. letter ſhould 


ceaſe, let them alone, I will give them overto theſe ops, 


nions ,; becauſe they refuſe to be. guided by the rule of 
truth, I will give them up to ſtrong deluſions , 2 The. 3, 
11, 12. Becauſe they receryed not the truth that they might be 
ſaved, therefore God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions that tht 
ſhould beleeve lyes, that they might be damned which beleeve) 
not the truth, but had pleaſure 1n unrighteauſneſſe. But how 
is it poſſible you will ſay, that they ſhovld fall from one 
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corrupt opinion toanother, do not their own conſcien-[; 

ces check them ? I anſwer;the conſcience of an heretickeh .- 

is a ſeared conſcience, their conſcience ts ſeared with an bit} 

7ron, T Tim. 4+ 2+» Who doth the Apoſtle meane there: 
yo! 
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* Fjou may fee inthe firſt verſe, ſuch as give-heed unto ſpi- 
$ {its of crrours, and doarines of devils, their conſciences 
- Jue paſt feeling : When God hath once given a man or 
> Iyomart over, conſcience very. ſeldome- troubles them, 
r 
$ 


though they fall into horrible blaſphemies, 'yet ſeldome 
or never their confcierices trouble them;why ſo ? becauſe 
God hath given them over, and this makes thecondition 
of 2 man or woman miſerable;the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. ro. 
jt Ft 16. fearfull thing to fall into the hana of the living 
feds but it is' a more fearful! thing to fa:l out of the 
hands of God, and therefore their cond ion is very. 
earfull. noo 
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&& reacher and inſtructor of his people ,FIt reproves 
\ ſlem that reſt in mans teaching onely, thinke it enough 
 Fithey come rothe Word and Sacraments, and can cry, 

he Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, this 
ahe Temple of the Lord, and their reſt, and thinke all 
well with them, they ſhall moſt certainly goe to hea- 
n ; but alas, poore ſoule, thou muſt know thar the out- 
ad Miniſtry ofthe Word will doe thee no good with- 


Pb hat the inzardoperation of the Spirit, it is God that 
obeſeth his _— to profit, and if thou be no! taught of 
Fe 6d, as well as of man, thy outward teaching will doe 
L s no good, thou thinkeſt it will carry theeko heaven, 
_ 7 In'it will make thy condernnationthe greater, ifthou be 
< t bettered by it. Our Saviour Chrift did many great 


ries amongſtthem of Chorazin, Bethſaila, and (oper- 

nm, they might as well as thou blefle themſelves, they 

Fin a good condition;why ſo ? becauſe they rr jght ſay, 

brit hath preached 8 wrought many miracle; amongſt 

_ $/and walked up anddowne 1n our ftreets, weghave had 
company, furely we are a nappy people; buBfce what 
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The ſecond Ulſe is for reproofe ; irs, jon is the 2, ſe. 
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our Saviour Chriit ſauh of them, they repented net: and 
what fallows;? Woe to thee. Choraz#n,, woe totbee Beth ſaida; 
4nd thou Capernaum. that art lifted up to:beauen, ſlak te 
thronne dowye. 80 bell, Mat. 1.1.24, 32,23. «1d it fkallte 
maxe.eaſie for then of the land of 'Sodome at ti.e day of Fruage- 
went then for you. SO a people may be lifted up to heaven 
| with meanes, ,and brought downe to bell tor nor prog- 
K ting by.it, and their, condemnation-will be the greater, 
| Thu. i the condemuation ,.that light is come #nts the workd; [me 

and men-loye' darkneſſe , Joh: 3. 19»: This: is the grand Ihe: 
damniog ſinve , this. damnes people with a witnefle, ry {mal 
live under the meanes of grace unprofitable and un-he 
fruifull..:> - .; - E204 > ot bit "ot 
© Secandly,Itlikewiſe reproves them-thartate all their Jof 
Religjon upon cruſt, never with the men of Zeres, ſearch he d 
the Scriptures, As 17.11. Bur if one come with oneJſou 
Dogrine and another with another; he :knows-not,but ie 
that rhey may all ſpeake truth. And 'fome'againe tye fif I 
their Religion to ſome particular mans ſleeve, all thatſeſca 
fuch a man or ſuch a man ſpeakes 1s truth, as if they were{.- £ 
infallible, and.contemne others in compariſon of them; ſligt 
what ts this but to have mens perſons 1n admiration; asf;op 
Jude ſpeakes ? Now if God be the beſt inſtructor of his phe 
people, then we ſhould try the ſpirits whether they beflour 
of God; and though Paul, or an Ang-l: from keavenſluft 
fhould come and preach: contrary to Gods Word;iletthift 
them be accurſed, Gal. 1.8. 42.1... 1 ,32tws 
3. #ſe. Thethird uſe is for terror ; Ts the Lord the beſt in-ffeon 
| ſtruQor of his people?then wofull is the condition of allffeg11 
them that deſpiſe the meanes of grace, that deſpiſe Godwe ; 
reaching of the.ſoule, either- outwardly by the Minitryſhc! 
of the Word, or inwardly by the Spirit, that ſ2y untoſſkhe? 
God, Depart from us, for wee aefixe not the ks owledge of thifken 
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pajes, Jobz1.14. And when his Meſſengers call vpon . 
them to aske forthe old way, which is the goo | way, and 
te ralke therein They ſay, we will not walke th:jrem the 
i Frondirion of ſuch 15 very miſerable. See twatplaces of 
e- FScriprture: for it, which might terrific the heart of any 
0 Jnicked wretch, thar deſpiſerh the meanes of grace; the 
&- Jone is in Heb. 13. 25. See that. yee deſpiſe not. hem that 
ky Spraketh ; for if they eſcaped pot that refuſed him that ſpake. 
I lan earth, mach more [hall we net. eſcape if. wee turns frombim 
0 Ithat ſpeaketb from beauen. .Thoſe that flight C rift, and 
vimake a light acconat of him,refuſe him and hi /dodrine, 
k-.Jtbere is noeſcaping for fuch, how. much morg ſhall wee 

Jrot eſcape The Lord Jeſus Chriſtis the gre Prophet 
it jof bis Church, and ll that will not heare thus Prophet, ſhall 
0h Jie deſtroyed, Acts 3. 23. Here is the miſery of ſuch poore - 
neffoules, they ſhall be deſtroyed. And how might this ter- 
ut Jrie a poore foule, that contemnes the meancy of grace; 
feJif I turne from Chriſt, if I heare not Chriſt, ! af nor 
a Jeſcape, I ſhall be deſtroyed. . =» 
rey. Secondly, It may ſerve to terrific ſuch perſons as de- 
5Flight in hearing lycs as well as truth, and delight in cor- 
3 ffopt doqrine as well as the truth, that ſay. tothe Pro- 
is Iphets, Prophecy ſmooth things tous, and flatter us in 
X Jour finnes. Conſider. but one place of Scripture, Fer.5. 
29 flaſt verſe, The Prophets prophecy lyes, and the Pri (ſts receive 
etfirfts, and my people delight therein, but what will ze then doe 
1 Yew the end thereof? As muchas it he ſhould ſay-Sthere will 
*-flome an end, there will come a time when th&Lord will 
!Ilfcall Miniſter and people to an account; but what will yee 
toe 172 the end thereof 2 It implyes the end will bea fad end, 
och an end as-they thall not: knew what to doe when 

Fthey come to giveaccountunto Ged,how they have ſpo- 
Mken and heard the Word. : JS .: 
65, w; D 2 a 4. pA ſe 


3-7 E 


&\ 
WZ. 


Cn EEE nn > re — OR -- 


— 


AE 7 


_ 7 
” 


+ 4. A... 


em. 


.Dire#iozs for Seckers, 


4.4ſe, Is fordirea ion to all ſuch perſons as would not erre, 


oc to God and delire him to teach thee, who is the beſt 
inſtru&or of his peoplez many a poore ſoule is ready to | xn 
ſay, there are ſo many ſeverall opinions abroad, that yet 
am ata ſtand,l know not what is truthand what is errour, | © 
I know not what way to walxciin, and, ob, that I could | 1x 
heare of that Miniſter that could dirc& me in the right | 47; 
way. My anſwer to ſuch is, goe to God and he can teach | has 
thee the right way, he leads bis people by the paths of righte- ol 
owſneſſe for Fs Names ſake, Pſal. 23. He knows thy condi. | ch; 
tion, and can proportion matter {utable to thy. conditi- f tha 
on. But now the fonlewill obje& z But what ſhall I doe | 4he 
that I may be taught of God? For anſwer to this great | ref 
Queſtion,wouldeftthou'be taught of God, obſerve theſe {| mit 
direQions, agd the Lord make them profitable. | Ima 
Firſt, Wouldeſt thou have God teach thee?then attend fo ; 
the meanes- of grace, the preaching of the Word: Irold.. 
you 'God :teacheth the ſoule outwardly by the Word as 
well as inwardly by the Spirit, and that man or woman 
may queſtion whether God teacheth them that doe neg- 
let the outward Miniftry of the Word;they are counted}; 
blejſed that waite at wiſdomes gates, Pro. 8.33. And fankfyjr 
the Apoltle, Deſpsſe wot prophecy:nggvy all things, and keeqr fl; 
that which 7s good, ſo that that ſoule that would be taught 
of God,muft attend the means,the preaching of the word 
is the outward meanes God hath appointed to convertaflgy 
ſoule,andas to convert,ſoto build upthe ſoule by; for byfy 
the ſame meanes thathe converts,he builds up,and there- |, 
fore it's a ſtrange opinis,thatwhen a man is converted by fljc 
theMiniſtry of the Word and Spirit,that he ſhould o_ c 
rate and run intoa corner to build up himſelfe ; he that 
would be taught of God, muſt attend the outward means 
by which the Lord teacheth the ſoule. 


; { 
Secondly, 
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and maats.Chriſtiens. 


\ Secondly, Wouldeſtthouhave God teach thee?rhenbe - 
much in prayer, ſeeke unto Goa to teach thee ; Daved 
knew much of God, was:able to teach his te chers, and 

yer he is earneſt with-God to teach hin ; ſber me, thy way, 

0 Lord, Pal. 25. 4. Lord teach me to doe thy. wilf, Plal. 143. 

11. eAndthouart my God, tet thy gord Spirit lead} me into the 

t | arid of xpeightnefſes.As much as if the Prophet ſould 
h | have lay, 0rd; 1 have aperverſe ſpirit, thy Spirit is 
i 

e 
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- | good, let thy good Spirit lead me, ſo goe to God, and 
- | challenge his promiſe, and fay,Lord,thou haf /promiſed 
- | that the eares of thy People ſhall heare a vo; ze behinde 
them, ſaying, This is thewaygwalkein it,and 4 Ham find 
t I reſt. Lord, Iam an 1enorantwretch, ſubjet terre and 
e miſcarry , Lord accompliſhth promiſe, ſhew mee the 
nay thou wouldeſt have me walke in, Lord ſuffer mc not 
ditomiſfcirry. And this is the ſecond meanes:. 
dJ- Thirdly, Acknowledge thy ignorance, if rho! wouldeft 
${ have God toreach theezthere are many take u! /Opinions 
2 [with a reſolution to hold them, be they rightdr wrong, 
and are as confident it is'truth they bold, as ifthey were 
infallible in this life, in ſo much as no argumenitwill con- 
viacethem, they know-enough, and ſcorne tobe better 
intru&ed rhen they are. Now it is not ſuch God will 
teach 4 but as-our Savioor Chrif: ſays, The whol| need not 
the Phy[itian, but thoſe that are ſicke;1o God fay' totheſe, 
you knowenongh already,youſhalt not need that L teach 
youz the knowing need not tobe raught, but Fhoſerhar 
ire jonorant, thatis,thoſethar fee their ignorance, ant 
icknowledge it. The way tohave'Godteachus, tvroac- 
nowledge-our ignotance; David in-prayingtofGod to 
teach him, acknowledges his 1gnorance, and hts Jeed of 
Gods teaching ; the-way to become wiſe, is'to tzcome 2 
foole , to acxnow ledge: our ignorance 2nd folly; forhe 
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that thinkes tie kndweth any thing , knoweth zothing as be 
ought to know, 1 Cor. 8, 2., | | 
__.Fourthly, Wouldeſthou have God teach thee ? then mc 
cye him in all thy wayes-z Prov. i3.:6, 1n all thy wayes ac. | ** 
knowledge bimand be ſhall atre&thy paths.Surely that ſoufe Ge 
_ that thinks moſt upon God, and eyes him at all times l 
places, and companies, and ſeeks direation from God | © 
_ every imployment, it is-that ſople that, 'Gadwill YN 
Teacn. SATO f | 
Fifrly, Wouldeft thou be taught of God?thenbe hum: of 
ble, and feare to offend him yg #ho: ſo among you, feares the rol 
Lord; him will be teach, Pal, 25+ 12: Men" well teach the eh 
humble his way, ver(. 9.: That Toule that truly fearcs him, (en 
with a filiall feare, and lyes humble and low þefore the [£4 
Lord,the Lord will reach;bur it is not ſo with the proud Gi 
be bebolds them afar off, be reſifts then; ſhew a wanthit hath I 
a proud fpirit, he will ſtand upon it, and he knows moore mo 
then all the Miniſters can tell him, and it is not for any an 
ro dire& him, but he thinkes that he is betrer able to d;-1* 
rc them,he 4s ready ta condemae all that joyn not with ru 
him in opinion; and dobut-obſerve him,and {ee 1f he run due 
not from one thing to another, from one corrupt Opini- wh 
on unto another, untill at length he be fallen quite trom 3 
true Chriſtianitiez VV hy {o ? he 1s proud, and God doth 20 
n2t teach him, or if he belong to'Gol, you ſhillſee God bue 
will lay him as. low on the other ſide, before cyer: he will ale 
comfort him ; but the humble ſoule that lyes low: at theſſ®? 
throne of grace, crying; Lord, 1 am a vile wretched igno-||; 
rant.creature ; thou art heaven, but T'am; hell, it-is theſe thi 
 Godwill teach;then wouldeſt thou have God teach theerſf** 
be humble. | be 
| Sixtly, Wouldeſtthou have God teach thee? then live N 
Inthe.praQtice of that which he hath already caught thee 


and © 
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al this is theway to kuamannecn 31-1 +17 If any2nen 
dg-my will, be ſpall know; 'my, dafirones The way to know. 
more, is:to:practice what.wee-know already. And theſe: 
xe the meanes thouſhouldeſt uſe if thou wouldeit have. 
fo God teach thee. 136E(03-06G $t20101203 F-24361 | i.F0 
' But L have ſought God ia the (uſe of the:meane\,, and: 04jeF. 
11 | God gives menoanlwer.. of 2 = + 
| If thou baſt beerintieed to ſomeyorrnpt. opinion;andi C4 2/p, 
thou thinkeſt it may be -it is truth. ,,and-thaw haſt ab _— 
God concerning'it,:and God hath given thee no preſent: 
reſolution,thou muit know God doth by this provethee, : 
þ» (ip ſee whether thouwilr ſtand conſtant andſiedfaſt inthe 
teuth : ſee Newt. '1 3. 1, If there ariſes Propbet, ſayiop,Let 
% W.g0e after other Gods , begxken not 10 bim, for the Lord your: 
God provethyou, bs there any ariſe among(t you that fay,, 
tþ [|&£ us goe after-new truths, new light ?the Lord proverh- 
you by them, to ſee whether you wil forſake-him oz 10, 
; [and therefore he gives, noprefent anſ{yer; but know! hus. 
7 Imuch, that if thou.conſtantly ſecke him. inthe uſe ofthe 
meanes, though be give.not a preſent anſwer, yet ifthis 
due time he will give an anſwer, and cleare up:the truth 
totheg- : - p Ji! 3 51% 1 ; 
\Youcall them hereriques and broachers of new truths 04 jed.. 
ad new light, which you call-errous , bur 1 caunor fee 
bur rhey are holy- men, and live ſanctificd lives, aud cn 
ledge more-rexts of Scriptusc:for that they hold, tha 
pu-can alledge againſtrhems.. © 
. The greater 4s the triall that God tryes thee with, but 1 ſw. 
this can be no ſufficient ground for thee to follow them 
xeſently, becauſe they ſeeme to live holy lives ; far af 
bey ſhould live pfophane, then none that are conſien-- 
. us would regard them. An hypocrite will live a hol ». 
ife outwardly, yea:fhame meny 2£hild of God, yet Lat z 
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not to be of the judgement of aw hypoceite, becauſe hs 
hves a holy lifes the devill will allow an heretique to live 
2 holy lite, becaufe ir: is advantageous to his Kingdome; 
and Satan for his own-ends rransformes himfſelfe into at: 
Angel of light, and therefore no marvatle if his /Miny 
ſters doe ſo- it is ſaid of heretiques ; They are dereitfull 
workers, transforming themſelves iuto' Angels of light,yea,tn- 
to the Apoſiles of Feſws (rift, 2 Cor. 11.13. And in the 
x5. verſe, they trunsforme-themſelues ny though they were the 
cMinifters of rightronſneſſe. $o likewiſe it is ſaid ofheres 
tiques, Fhey come tn ſkeeps-cloathtng, but tnwardly are raw: 

' ##ny.iwolves.; and' therefore fairh-Chriſt , beware of them,' $06 
Mar.7.15. And wheras thou'ſay'ſt that they bring Scrip-' | 
ture for that they ſpeake. I arifiwer, ſo doe the Papiſtsto' 
prove; that rhe bread and wine in the Sacrament is the' Þ 
very body and bloud of Chriſt,how many Scriptures doe: Þ 
they alledge'inthe foure £vargelifts? And'the Arminians! 
alledge many Scriptures for to prove-achilde of God: | 
may fall totally and/finally from grace;' and yet both ve-i IE 
ry corrupt-opinions ; Try the ſprrets, 'wbether they be of God' | 
or z0,faiththe Apoſtle;now the Apoſtle ſhotld'nor need” 3" 
to bid us try the ſpirits,were there not a lying ſpirirthat! Þ" 
imitates the true Spirit; for if the lying ſpirit'did ſeduce F 
in away contrary to the true Spirit, there would never” } 
be ſo much miſchiefe done, but the lying. ſpirit imirates F* * 
the true Spirit. It is ſaid-of ſfeducers ; They come i the'F 
Name of (briſt, and decetrue many, Mat. 24. 5. they could'' F 
never doe ſo much miſchiefe, did they not come in the F 
Name of Chriſt. Wicked people want not holy pretet-! FF 
ces, To cover their wicked a&tions: Thoſe we up 66. that! NF 
caſtout the people of God (ay, Ler the Lord be glorified" 


and they that kill the people of God think they do God' F., 
good ſervice, 76h, 16, 2. They would cover theſe wicked 
| agtions 
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:tions-with a cloake of Religion, ſaying, Let the Lo- d be x 
(brifpjed:This is the way, Beloved, tomake the Scriptures 
1nofe of wax, to grant every heretique theit interpreta» , 

ion of Scripture, fo that their alledging Scriprure can 
ke no. ſufficient. ground-for thee to yeeld ro their corrupt 
opinions,but they coming under this notion,the greater 
thy triall, and God doth prove thee, to ſee whether 
thou wilt defend the truth or no. 1 
But thou wilt ſay, it may be, how cometh it to paſſe, 04je?. 
3 fhat many that bave ſought God, and been earneſt in the ©: 
:: hk of the means,have miſcarried and fallea intocorrupt #® 
; [ind irange opinions, as you-call them, then, if God'tea- 
. Khetb thoſe that uſe the means? | , 
- | Firſt, Becauſe the fault may be in their ſeeking, they 7, ſw. 
; nay ſeeke God with an Idol in their hearts, and God 
' Inay anſwer them according to the Idol in their hearts, 
at is, they may make choice of ſome corrupt opinion, 
: ſand upon the matter are reſolved to hold it, are unwil- 
ling any body ſhould confure it,cannot indure the Minij- 
ter that preacheth againſt it, and with might and maine 
 (etends it, are vexed that any Scripture ſhould ſeeme to 
; roſſe it, and yer:they will ſeek unto God for his appro- 
bation in it; juſt as Balamdid.you know he was hired to 
. furfe che-people of Iſrael in Numb, 22.002 3» chap. and 
he was very willing withall, he lik't the motion well e- 
. kough, but he wouid have God approve cf it, and there. 
- fore be builds Altars, and offers Sacrifice, and would 
kine have Gods approbation init. Now when we ſeeke 
: ſibus, God may anſwer according tothe [dol inthe heart; 
nd this you may ſee in Ezet, 14.4. Every man that ſetteth 
11 0p Fr 1dals in bis heart, and comes to a Prophet to'angquire of 
pe-, . will anſwer hem according to the Idols in hes hear}, 
IVhen a man ſetteth up Idols in his heart, this corrupt 
| | E Opinion, 
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opinion, and that corrupt opinion, and then cometo it. {- . 
quire of God, God may out of a juſt judgement anſive; ſin 
them according to the Idols in their hearts. And this +: 
may be one Reaſon why though people ſeeke God and fiihe 
uſe the meanes, yet they may miſcarry, the fault is iniir 
their ſeeking. | | 
Secondly, It may come to paſſe among it ſuch as arg # 
godly , that they may ſeeke God, and uſe the meanes, nit 
and yet miſcarry for a time, that they _ be the bet-{uc 
ter eſtabliſhed in the rruth; when the Lord brings theaſhbe 
backe againe. : 
Thirdly, Some though they feeke God and uſe rhefun 
meanes, yet they may miſcarry, becanfe rhey have 'noeþ6e 
true grace,ſach as may be compared'to the Story ground, rhe 
they want roote, and theſe, though they doe ſeeke Godſth 
yet _ may miſcarry ; for being* hypocriticsll profeſiſte: 
ſors, God will not regard their prayer ; as Fob 17, 8, 9,7 
what hope hath the bypocrite whtz Go takes away his ſoultihec 
will heheare his ory # God will not _— their prayer;ſjkcy 
and ſecondly, being but hypocries, they are ndf underajpe 1 
promiſe of perſeverance in the truth;the godly are undeſtc 
a promiſe of perfeverance in-the;trith, and thereforid: 
though they ſhould miſcatry for-a- time, yet the Lordhe | 
will bring them backe againe ;- but another that- hath- yohut. 
true grace, when he miſcarries,it may be,for any thing weſſer 
know, a finall miſcarxiage, he thongh he make 4 glortwizhtte 
C 
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profeſſion, yet is not under the promiſe, the other is; 
every graft the Father plants into Chriſt, he prunes anc 
drefles, and makes fruitfull, Job.'15. 2. Yeahe ſends bithya 
Spirit, and that leads them into all truth, Foh. 14. 46ſec 

ow this may be another ground, why people may ſecteed 
God, andafe the meanes, and yet miſcarry, beeanſe thſhin: 
perſons that ſeeke are not traly godly. ; £12" of 
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- But may, ſome ſay, if the cauſe ſtand thus, how ſhall I 05jeF, 
know whether I be taught of God, yea or no ? 
bis Y:: Firſt, If God teach thee, then thou art-very carefullin eſp. 
nltheuſe of the meanes, thou art carefull ro obſerve all the 
in dieetion Thave given, to attend the outward meanes of 
ce, and thou art much in prayer, thou doeſt acknow- 
areiledge rhine ignorance, and ſo of all rhe reſt. Now exa- 
6, [nine whether thou be very careſill in the uſe of theſe 
et-ſlacanes, or no, if thon be, ther ſurely God teacherh 
etti]thee. | 
Secondly, Ifthou be taught of God, thpu art in Cove- 
theſudot with him , it is one part of the Covenant of grace, 
notÞbty [ball be all tapght and drawne of God,therefore examine 
zd,fnhether thou be 1h Covenznt with- God, yea or no, if 
hou be not in Covenant:with God, thou art not under 
eſte promiſe of Gods teaching of thee. | 
,9.Thirdly, If rhon be taught of God, then he teacherh 
htÞec to know thy ſelfe aright, he ſhews thee thy ſelfe in 
r;flcglafle of his Word, atid to know him aright,and then 
:ralhe morethou knoweſt;the more humble thou art; Doeſt 
ov- lie humbly under gifts, and parts, and knowledge, 
oregnd fay, All is treemercy;and we have norhing but what 
the have received from God ?-Thns it is withthat ſoule 
yoſÞbat. God reacherh. Fob 42. 2, henbe looked uporz God, 
Be. abborred himſelfe in duft and aſbes'; and Fer. 72. 19. 
,ilfter [:ina517nftrufted, / ſmiote upon my thigh, I way aſhamed 
it:hd conforaded, Thus 'tt is with the ſoule, when God tea- 
inSeth it,the more God reacherhit, the more humble it 
rare thou puft vp withthy' knowledge, Joth it make 
+6Ftce eſtceme of thy felſc iboveathers? then thon mayeft 
tection, if thou haſt knowledge , wherher thou haſt any 
Sing elſe; for ifthou hadſt graceghou wouldeſt be humi- 
Feand low in thine owne eyes. | AE th 
nt E 2 Fourth- 
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Fourthly, If God teacheth thee, then thou doelt live; 
pious godly life ; for the grace.of God'nhich bringeth ſatu 
2400, teachetb us to. deny ungodlineſſe, and norldly luſts, andt, 
live bolily,righteauſly,and (oberly rn this preſent world, Tit, 
I.1, 12. Thoſe that out of pretence of-new light, live 
loolly , fay the Scriptures are wruten traditions, and 
icy pray not intne family, they crave not a bleſfing 
on their meate; aske them, why ſo, they anſwer, they 
know their liberty by Chriſt, and they contemne the Or- 
dinances ofGod,cenſure all that are not of the ſame opi- 
pion to be in Babylon,and Idolaters;it is evident they are 
not taught ofGod;for thoſe that God teachethyhe teach: 
eth them to deny nngodlineſs,azd worldly luſts,and to live by. 
lily,vighteouſly, and ſoberly in this preſent world, 

Fiftly,1f God teach rhee,thou art a growing and a per- 
fevering Chriſtian,thou-doeſt grow ingrace; for he ca 
ſerh bis Schollers to profit by his ivſtructions ; it is not 
with thoſe rhat God treacherh, as it is with thoſe thar get 


no good by going to Schoole ſeven yeares,but thoſe God 


teacherh , be teacheth to profit ; #zto you that. feare 
Name, ſhall the Sun of raghteouſneſſe ariſe with bealing und, 
bis wings, and they ſball goe forth. and grow as che cates of the 
fall, Thoſe that God teacheth, rhey are a people grow: 
ing in grace, and knowledge, andas they,ſhall grow, ſc 
they ſhall perſevere. 7ſar..q 0. verf.the laſt, ſheyſkall run 
and not be wear J,they ſhall walk: and not faint cit (hall not 


be ſaid of them, They are young Saints, axud old Devils,butf 


they ſhall 5: 1ng forth fruit-in old age, Pſale 92.13. And 

they thall be ſelfe-denying Chriſtians, that ts one inftrv- 

&ion that Jeſus Chriſt,the great Propher of his Church, 

teacheth hi» people, Mar. $8,274. Now examine thy ſelfe, 

axt thou taught of God?then thov arta growing Chriſti 

an ? Art thou a growing ſe}fe-denyiog perſevering C _ 
: 7 s + ſtian 
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vea {| flian ? then it is a ſigne that God teacheth thee, and thou 
/u {| art a perſevering Chriſtian. 2 VE9Eh | 


at © Sixtly, If God teach rhee, thow-doeſt feeke tin in the 
t.>-f uſc of thoſe meanes' which thou haſt found him:in ; hat 
live thou found him in the preaching of theWord ? the day 
and of his power hath come upon thee : and haſt thou found 
up-f him in prayer ? thou wilt ſeeke him in the uſe of thefe 
hey] meanes ill; the way is not to ſeparate from the Ordi- 
Or-ſ aances thou haſt found God'in, and to negletholy du- 
Pt-f ties,tor then thou mayeſt want of Gods texching of thee, 
arc] and thouwilt not-chrive then in grace , but-thou mnſt-at- 
ch-j tend thoſe meanes thou haſt found Godin, and nor ſuch 
 br-J-means as thou knoweſt not whether thou ſhalt find God 
mM, Or NO. | 4 ; 
er-j  Exhortation. 1s Godt'c beſt teacher of hi3 people? "WW 
1? 5. 472, 
WJ goe to-God, and befeech him to teach thee. þ . | 
actY Firſt, Conſider the neceſſitic of Gods teaching thee, 
getf as our Saviour Chrift faith to Peter , 1f 7 waſh thee not, 
ody thouhaft nopart in me; ſo, if Godt teach thee not, thou 
jj haſt no intereſt in him, for all his people are taught and 
er drawne of him; there is 2neceffific of Gods teaching of 
they thee; in reſpe of thy need, thon art'a nothing-crearure, 
"-f an ignorant creature, ſubje& to erre, and to be: miſled,.. 
ſof thou dneſt ſtand in need of Gods teaching.  _ | 
u#J - Secohdly; Confider Go1 is the beſt inſtrufor, let rhis 
Nth move theeto goe to litmyhe is able ro reſolve thy doubrs, 
Nt} he can cleare up truths to thee , he can propound matrer 
ſutable tothy condition ; andashHe'is'able ro teach thee, 
fo ir is his promiſe to teach'thofe-he enters ihto Cove- 
nant with, Jer. 31.24. ſcek him inthe ptomiſe. | 
Thirdly, Ler the lefſons Gotl reacheth His people move 
thee to goe to him, 214 befeech him: rofteach thee, they. 
are ſoule-raviſhing leſſons betng Once Itarned;they bring 
. © In, 
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in ſoule-raviſhing comfort unto the ſoule; the matter in 


them is ſoule-raviſhing matter ; tranſcendent matter, 
ſcholars that affe& their ſtudies, 'many times they are 
taken up with the eloquence of the matter, the leſſons 
that God teacheth rhe foule, are ſuch tranſcendent mats+ 
ter,fuch great myſteries, as from eternitie tocteraitie, is 
ticge little cnough for men and Angels to admire at, -for 
the.very. Angels admire it,and deſire to pry into.it ; then 
letthe excellengy of rhe matter movethee to goto God, 
and beſeech him-to teach thee, 

..One motive-more ; Confider if God teach thee, and 
thou learne of him, then he will teach thee the way, truth, 
2nd 1sfe, which is Chriſt Jeſus, and then to be ſure thau, 
ſhalt not miſcarry. Oh, Brethreo, be cxhorted trogoeta 
God, and beſecch him to teach you; and as at all times, 
ſoeſpecially now in theſe diſtracted times, when there is 
abundance of counterfeit coine abroad, every one will 
view his money well when he takes it, for feare ke ſhnuld 
be cheated. Oh, Beloved, there is but one way,one truth, 
and life,and therefore abundanceof counterfeit Religion 
abroad ; how mary plead for a.toleration of all Religi- 
ons,that every man might uſe his conſcience ? how many: 
proclaime open warre againſt the Scriptures ? how many 
vent out blalphemies againſt the perſons in the Trinirie?: 
how many.cry downe. the Morall Law fora rule, though 
itbe one, part of the Covenant of grace ?,7 will write my 
Lawes in your hearts,and cauſe you towalke in my wayes , how 
many run up anddowne the Country,ſeducing and draw- 
ing Diſciples after them, ſome into one corrupt opini- 
on, and ſome into another, and it tands every.-one that: 
deſires to know the truth-in hand, to looke what coine 
they take,then doe it not I pray,feeing Gods Word doth 
know of but one way, truth, and life, that is ſafe, _w_ is 
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bat 6fie rue Relipion,and therefore rettiy are ſeduted'in 
theſe times;and the devill never had ſucha ſtring to harp 
bpon,as te hath now,new light, and new truth, /and'com*+ 


ming out of Batzlbz, mary thouſands will 'daftr theit 


braines ont upon this rocke;if the Lord be'nor mercifil} 
onto them;and this will terrific them when death comes, 
and the day ofJudgemetit, when many will cry ont, Oh, I 
did rhinke fach zone, and fuch ah one; wduldinor have 


much of God, ſach as were more eminent then others, 


bur now I ſee they arc miſtzken, and 1 am miſtaken, Tam 


an undone man, and I am an undone woman, F have for- 
faken God, atid his truth, aud now God will forſake tiite 
for ever. Lay rhefe things to heart, Brethren, 1'teHK you, 

the Church never tad fuch a triall a5 now TFhith; now 

arerticrimes comethiatwas fpoken of;2ir the Joſt dayet ſhall 

come perelons times! 2 Fa. 3. 1. inwhich meniwilDnor t- 
durc ſound doftrine, but are turned from the truth to fables, 
2 Tm. 4. 4. They come in the Name of Chriſt, and de- 
ceive many, and the Lord onely knows who may be ſedy- 
ced by them, the Lord knows but it may be my husband 
may be ſeduced,may the wife ſay ; or the Lord knows but 
it may be my wife may be ſeduced, may the husband ſay; 
the Lord knows, may parents ſay, but it maybe our ch1l- 
dren may be ſeduced and drawne from the wayes and 
truths of Chriſt,into dangerous & damnable errors, and 
what ſhall becomÞt ofbur tHildrtn then ? Conſider theſe 
things,and let them move you to goe to God,and beſeech 
himto teach you and direct you ; and you that are huſ- 
bands,carry your wives to God,and beſeech him to teach 
them, and to keepe them from miſcarrying;and youthatr 
are wives, carry your husbands to God, and intreat him 
tO; 
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_ toteach your husbands\; and you. parents , car ry you 
children and ſervants to God, and ſay, Oh, PI CT 
in ſad times, miſcarrying times, little did we thioke ever 
to have lived .in ſuch tumes , Lord keepe vs cloſe to thy! 
{elfe, and eftablith.usjin che truth ; Lord keepe my hu 
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band, kcepe my wife, keepe our children and ſervanty/ 
and carry. your neighbours to God, and beſeech him t6 
logke upon them, and ſtabliſh rhem in the truth. And 
this is a notable means to keep us frommiſcarrying. 
_  Andlaſily, when God hath anſwered your prayerg, 
andſetled you in the truth, thy ſelfe, or th \ of 
wite, or children, or neighbours,then give him the prai : 
2nd glory. of it : © Lord, ſuch a. one had like to hay 
miſcarried, but thou haſt ſetled him in the truth , bleſſed 
be thy Name for it. The Lord make theſe things pro 


01: 


table and effeQuall by rhe inward opcration © vs d 


..rit, whois the beſt teacher of his people. 


